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“daughter of Paroh. Even the Holy One, blessed is ‘He, did not
(call him by any other name” (Shemos Rabbah 1:31). We see that
the name of Moshe — who brought down the Torah from
heaven — served only to commemorate an act of kindness, to
memorialize Bisyah who saved Moshe.
~ Kindness is the basis of the entire Torah. It is also the basis
of Megillas Ruth, as Chazal stated in Midrash Lekach Tov: “Why
is this Megillah read on the festival of Shavuos? It is because this
Megillah is wholly kindness, and the Torah is completely kind-
ness, as it is written: ‘And the teaching of kindness was on her
tongue’ [Mishlei 31:26], and it was given on Shavuos.”

("

need to write a special book about it and to tell it in detail. Why?

To make it known that there is such a thing as kindness in the
' orld, and that all the world’s hope hinges on it. The Megillah

teaches us that Ruth’s following an old, lonely woman to an

unfamiliar country, sharing her lot in silent support, is the

kindness of which it is said, “It is these [attributes] which I

cdesire” (Yirmeyahu 9:23).

Kindness passes as a gossamer thread through both parts of
the Megillah — that of the descent as well as that of the ascent,
the tribulations and the happy ending. Its fallen as well as its
exalted people are focused around this principle. The prophet
uses both as examples. On the one hand, he shows us how
selfishness and the lack of kindness causes even the greatest of
the greats to lose everything. Conversely, we see the results of

indness, in that even the lowliest merits eve i
because of its practice. .
The scope of the Megillah is much broader than merely

encompassing the idea of reward to those who perform kind acts
and punishment to those who withhold them. As will be ex-
N plained, according to the words of Chazal, the downfall of that
whole era was due to the absence of kindness; that is, everyone’s
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1,
egoism took priority over the needs of others. This led to
“everyone did what was right in his eyes,” and to the “judging
of the Judges.” It led eventually to the departure of Elimelech
and his family from the land, and to all the ensuing threats to
the existence of the Jewish people. And where did salvation
come from? From the wellsprings of kindness that Ruth brought
w1th her, and from her like colinterpart in Yisrael, Bo’az. From
/~,the re-establishment of the root of kindness in Yisrael, the nation
was healed, and from that root all mankind’s redemption would
sprout.

There are many small deeds of kindness in the Megillah,
through which is woven a thread of kindness. The prophet,
author of the Megillah, teaches us that in order to save a people
from its decline, and to put it back on track, it is not necessary

o perform earthshaking things, but rather small acts between

“*man and his fellow. This will lead to the formation of a new
being. The future of the world is built on the affinity and
relations of kindness between people. No other principle has the
power to correct mankind and to extricate it from its troubles,
gxcept kindness, for it is the basis of the beginning of Creation
and its final goal. Every step in that direction brings the ship of
humanity closer to shore. Megillas Ruth presents us with the
ultimate objective and shows us the way toward it. It comes to
instill within us the realization that little deeds are the way to
the kingdom of Mashiach. This is what the Megillah is all about,
as well as its lesson for all generations.
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Rav Chaim of Volozhin explains. Creation exists on many levels,
from the loftiest and most spiritual to the lowest and most mundane.
All levels of Creation are connected to each other as a chain, with the
higher spiritual level serving in the role of the “soul” or life force animat-
ding the lower level, and so on. The first and loftiest entity to emanate
from Hashem was the Torah, which then became the Divinely-charged
life force for all lower levels of Creation. In the words of the Zohar: “The
Torah is the light of all worlds—and their life, sustenance, and root.”

~ Therefore,; when a person engages in Torah study, he is accessing the
life and creatlve energy which Hashem bestowed in the Torah, caus-
ing it to further emanate downward throughout the various levels of
Creation, bringing illumination and well- bemLall of them.”
As the Gemara states succinctly:

YK Dmw mrpna kY SN KonoK
Were it not for the study of Torah,® the heavens and earth
would not endure.’

That is why Torah scholars are called “builders™
Rav Chaim proceeds to explain that this is the meaning of the
blessing which we recite after reading from the Torah, where we say:
“yymna yua oy »m.” The phrase “pby »n” is commonly translated as
{ “oternal life.” However, Rav Chaim translates it literally, as “the life of\
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the world”! When one plants, he initiates a process which will, in time, ] T8 ,700 DR SR 93pw nan YY IRI21 ARIA P 70 ORY (P

_produce fruit, Similarly, in giving us the Torah, Hashem “planted th
life of the world among us,” for the Torah study in which we engage
z"*// continues to promote and bestow life to the world.
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INITIATING THE RELATIONSHIP
- Intruth, the meaning of the Revelation goes beyond providing a basis
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for authenticating the transmission of the Torah. One of the most cru-
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cial ideas regarding Torah is that it does not merely represent Hashem's

instructions for how we are to lead our lives in this world, but it is the

X basis of our relationship with Him. Through performing mitzvos, we el-
evate ourselves—and ultimately the world—to a state of godliness and
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attach ourselves to Him. Indeed, the commentators point out that the

4 root of the word “w"—"“myn,”" in addition to meaning “commandment,”
also means “connection,” for it is through the mitzvos that we achieve
a meaningful connection with Hashem. Appropriately, therefore, the

transmission of these “connectors” was launched by an encounter with
s€ _connectors Y an

Hashem Himself, which served to forge a Divine connection between us

and our Creator. We do not anticipate such encounters on a grand scale

on an everyday basis; however, the mitzvos that we fulfill take on fuller
* meaning when seen as acts that maintain and develop the connection

that began with the Divine Revelation at Sinai.

Indeed, this idea will provide us with a very meaningful understand-
ing of the way in which Hashem “introduced” Himself to the Jewish
people at Mount Sinai. The first of the Ten Commandments opens with
the words: “I am Hashem your God, Who took you out of the land of
Egypt, from the house of slavery.”

The commentators wonder: Why did Hashem present Himself in
terms of the specific event of the Exodus from Egypt, and not more
all-encompassingly as the Creator of the heavens and the earth?
~gt The answer is that by introducing Himself in this way, Hashem was
emphasizing that the mitzvos He was about to command represent an

extension of the special relationship that he initiated with us when He

took us out of slavery. Indeed, Hashem’s opening words were, “I am

Hashem your God,” as if to say, “Not only am I ‘Hashem,’ Creator of all,
% butlam furthermore 'Your God,' interested in having a special relation-
ship with you.”

Lg In fact, the encounter with Hashem at Sinai not only intitiated the
relationship, to a certain degree it also enabled it. The Divine program

of mitzvos comes from an entirely transcendant realm and calls for an

elevated way of living. As human beings living in a physical world, how

are the Jewish People compatible with this program?
The Ramchal, in his essay Maamar Hachochmah,* discusses the
event of Matan Torah, saying: “They [the Jewish People] heard the

Commandments, included in which is the entire Torah, and it became
G attached to them.”
The Ramchal's concluding words, “and it became attached to them,”

indicate that the experience of hearing the Aseres HaDibros directly
from Hashem itself allowed for a connection to be established between
the Torah and the Jewish People. This idea is elaborated upon by Rav
Yizchak Chaver:

Each Dibbur that issued forth from Hashem's mouth—reflecting
His Divine Will—served to connect the People’s souls with the
part of Torah contained within that Dibbur. In this way, the
% Supernal Spirit within Hashem's words connected with the souls

of the people. It is to this connection that the Sages are alluding
to by referring to each of the Dibros as a “kiss from Hashem.™

In light of the above ideas, we can appreciate that our relationship
with the Revelation at Sinai is not merely as a historical event, but

rather, as an encounter whose effects—both in terms of our fundamen-

tal approach to mitzvos, as well as our compatibility and connection

he alluded to Torah study, we must first contemplate the meaning
of the Torah being called “a song.” By referring to the Torah in this

way, the verse is indicating the nature of the connection we are

meant to have with Torah study. Music may require intellectual and

professional skill to produce, but the part of a person it is meant to
reach is not the intellect; it is the heart. A musical connection is not

expressed by knowing all the notes but by being emotionally im-
pacted by the song. This is our connection with Torah study. It may

' s take the form of scholarly discussions, but the entire person needs to

be connected with the message of Torah. Whenever we sit down to

study Torah, we are engaged in discovering an aspect of Hashem's

Will regarding how we are to lead our lives. Qur relationship with

the Torah as a revelation of Hashem's Will is ultimately an expres-

sion of our relationship with Him, and every time we learn Torah we

renew and strengthen the connection.

~~ Understanding Torah study as part of an ongoing relationship with
Hashem means that learning Torah every day is part of maintaining that

relationship. As we go through life, different periods find us in different

moods—some happy, some sad, some settled, and some turbulent. We

don’t always have the peace of mind to engage in all of our pursuits, but

the relationships which are important to us are maintained though all

~of our ups and downs.

4o
insight to earlier discussions, perhaps remembering the idea of Torah
as a song may help reveal an added dimension in this matter. A song is
much more than the sum total of its notes. The musical experience may
change dramatically depending on tempo, emphasis laid on certain sec-
tions, and the instrument being used—as well as the person playing!
The notes may be exactly the same, but the song is entirely different.
Each person has a unique personality with singular experiences.
Every Jew is thus a unique instrument with which to play the song of
Torah.'? The way he may choose to express a certain idea and illustrate
(it based on his own individual situation and experience may be an ex-
pression that no one else has given beforehand or will do so afterward.
This is his song, and knowledge of its existence should certainly serve as
an inspiration for each person to strive toward making his unique—and
irreplaceable—contribution to the ongoing symphony of Torah.

Ll
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In the fefillos of Yom Tov, we say, Atah vechartanu mikol
ha’amim, that Hashem chose us from all the nations; ahavta

osanu v'ratzisa banu — He loved us and desired us. Then we
say, veromamtanu mikol haleshonos — He elevated us above all
tige nations. .

This is how most people understand the words “veromamtanu
mikol haleshonos,” but the Rebbe Rav Simchah Bunim of Peshischa
has a different understanding. The Ribbono Shel Olam elevated
us to such a level, he explains, that there is no expression, phrase,

with them—accompany us constantly and continually in our existence

- —
or word in any of the seventy languages that can articulate just

as Hashem's nation.

Sa
The final mitzvah in the Torah is that of writing a Torah scroll. The
source for this mitzvah is the verse where Hashem commands Moshe:

KT 1WR NK DY 1an3 inw
And now, write for yourselves this song.*

ggvg become as a result.

how lofty we are!

sk Our romemus, which is higher than “kol haleshonos,” all that
language can articulate, was invested in us on this day, Shavuos.
What we are celebrating is not just what we received, but who we

“A person is obligated to rejoice on this day in an extraordinary
way, because it is the day upon which we merited the crown of

iorah,” writes the Shelah Hakadosh. “For how can a person not
{ Exult in the fact that Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Master of the Universe?‘
\chose him, mere flesh and blood, to be so close to Him?” ‘

The “song” to which Hashem is referring is expounded by the Sages

as referring to the sefer Torah.”
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4 In addition to helping us serve Hashem at all tlmes kavanah b’mitz-
vos also strengthens our avodas Hashem. Every time a person does a
mitzvah and says the words own ni¥ 1R —as Hashem commanded, the
message penetrates deeper into their consciousness and has an ever
preater impact on their avadas Hashem.

As aperson’s connection to Hashem grows, they will seek to do mitzvos
in a more complete way, fulfilling them with all the details. This includes
the area of kavanah as well. Such a person will try to expand the scope
of their kavanah. They will pmceed to concentrate more on the mitzvos
they perform and do them with an even greater amount of intent,

L{“ (o 306 - Ma'van Eliyahu - 728 1»yn
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% Daily Mesirut Nefesh ‘

But it is deeper than that. If you were asked, "What is the
most important word in the Amidah?" you'd probably be lost
for an answer since there are so many important words. But the
Ari Zal says, the most important word is in the first berachah,
nanR2, when we say RanRa mw 1yn% 0mmaa °12% 26 x0am. In
many siddurim, next to 7N is written 1wl NX Mon? M7, at
this point of the Amidah one should have in mind to sacrifice
oneself for Hashem. Here, one makes a commitment to give
Hashem at least one mesirut nefesh, until Mincha time, when
he will again say ma7x2.

It might be in the middle of an important business meeting.
A shaliach comes collecting for money, and you stop everything
to donate to his cause. That is mesirut nefesh — breaking from
your schedule to give 1zedakah. You have fulfilled your pledge
at Shacharit to do an act of mesirut nefesh.

Then you pray Mincha, and again say 727K3, and again
you have to relinquish something, until you pray Arvit. And
then again at Arvit you say n2nx3, and again you have in mind
mesirut nefesh.
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